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HABS No.  Bel- 107 

GRANTHAM HOUSE 
Otto    and a half miles S.  of New Castle,   Delaware 

£. N6vit(\M 

Owner: James Dell Aversano 

Date of Erections    Early to Middle cf 18th Century 

Present Condition:       In a general way,   good and  sound.   Interior 
painHrTJ in the Italian style detracts from Colonial  effect. 

Number of Stories:       Two,   low attic an:",  cellar. 

Materials  of Construct! on'fc> Brick stuccoed.  Shingle  roof on 
front and  rear.   Also rear porch shingled. 

Other 'vxi sting Records: Offices of Recorder, of Deeds and Reg- 
ister  o*f Wills   of Perv Castle County;   Bennett's Early Architecture 
of Delaware* 

Additional Datat This is an attractive country mansion,  -with a 
main front building and at rear on I.   £•   side a two story service 
wing decidedly lower than the front,   forming the usual L plan* A 
rather early date is indicated by the  characteristics  of the arch- 
itecture:   £j&£t@r plain and heavy*  The bracketed cornice is remin- 
iscent of that of the Vanleuvenigh House in New Castle* The unsym- 
metrical, four unit front has  a large room on west,   small room on 
east  and door under the third upper window.  This  is a well  designed 
variant from the more usual five unit  center doorway type.  The 
string course on the  front,   ending about a foot from either  side, 
pleasingly divides the stories,   and the upper tier  of windows(8 
over 12  sash)  are properly subordinated to the 12  over 12 lower 
tier.   The  solid three panel  shutters  on the windows  of both tiers 
give a consistency of effect,   lost in the usual  blind and shutter 
system*- The house lies  low on the ground,   only three marble   steps 
to first  floor  level,   and this  and the long,  narrow wiftttWPt  open- 
ings  of the basement give horizontal  emphasis* There is  some  plain 
but well  designed paneling in the interior,   and the staircase has 
an angular heaviness^ in style with the rest  of the building.   The 
gray stucco and brown woodwork ofi:the exterior aid to give the 
house an individual  character of its  own* 
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